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Johnson challenged him, as he did us all at Talisker1, to point out any theological works of merit written by Presbyterian ministers in Scotland. My father, whose studies did not lie much in that way, owned to me afterwards, that he was somewhat at a loss how to answer, but that luckily he recollected having read in catalogues the title of DurJiam on t/ic Galatians; upon which he boldly said, 'Pray, Sir, have you read Mr. Durham's excellent commentary on the Galatians?' ' No, Sir,' said Dr. Johnson. By this lucky thought my father kept him at bay, and for some time enjoyed his triumph2; but his antagonist soon made a retort, which I forbear to mention.
In the course of their altercation, Whiggism and Prcsby-terianism, Toryism and Episcopacy, were terribly buffeted. My worthy hereditary friend, Sir John Pringle, never having been mentioned, happily escaped without a bruise.
My father's opinion of Dr. Johnson may be conjectured from the name he afterwards gave him, which was URSA MAJOR3. But it is not true, as has been reported, that it
to more order. WALTER SCOTT. Paoli had visited Auchinlcck. Boswcll wrote to Garrick on Sept, 18, 1771 :—' I have just been enjoying the very great happiness of a visit from my illustrious friend, Pascal Paoli. He was two nights at Auchinleck, and you may figure the joy of my worthy father and me at seeing the Corsican hero in our romantic groves.' Garrick Carres. \. 436. Johnson was not blind to Cromwell's greatness, for he says ( Works, vii. 197), that' he wanted nothing to raise him to heroick excellence but virtue.' Lord Auchinleck's famous saying had been anticipated by Quin, who, according to Davies (Life of Carrick, ii. 115), had said that 'on a thirtieth of January every king in Europe would rise with a crick in his neck.'
1 See ante, p. 286, 287.
* James Durham, born 1622, died 1658, wrote many theological works. Chalmers's Biog. Diet. In the Brit. Mils. Cata. I can find no work by him on the Galatians; Lord Auchinleck's triumph therefore, was, it seems, more artful than honest.
3 Gray, it should seem, had given the name earlier. His friend Bonstetten says that about the year 1769 he was walking with him, when Gray 'exclaimed with some bitterness, "Look, look, Bonstetten! the great bear! There goes Ursa Major!" This was Johnson. Gray could not abide him.' Sir Egerton Brydges, quoted in Gosse's Gray,
was
1and ended in Johnson's pressing upon the old judge the question, what good Cromwell, of whom he had said something derogatory,had ever done to his country; when,after being much tortured, Lord Auchinleck at last spoke out,' God, Doctor ! he gart kings ken that they had a lith in their neck '—he taught kings they had a. joint in their necks. Jamie then set to mediating between his father and the philosopher, and availing himself of the judge's sense of hospitality, which was punctilious, reduced the debate
